
Greenwichlife
  Greenwich Post • Thursday, April 16, 2009  12A

Art and music
òI am enough of an artist to draw 

freely upon my imagination,ó said 
Albert Einstein. òImagination is 
more important than knowledge. 
Knowledge is limited. Imagination 
encircles the world.ó 

Surely he meant that it is of no 
importance whether one paints, sings 
or invents ñ the definition of an art-
ist is some-
body who 
is not afraid 
to think out 
loud. Next 
time you 
find yourself 
in a gallery, 
remember 
itõs not really 
the paint-
ings you are 
looking at, 
or the tech-
nique of the 
brushstrokes. 
Youõre see-
ing the artistõs thoughts, maybe even 
looking into his or her soul.

This spring, the Performance 
Dance Gallery is offering interested 
parties the opportunity to experience 
the works of artist John Deecken. 
Mr. Deecken is a talented artist 
and graphic designer whose works 
encompass a wide variety of sub-
jects. In 1992 his design was chosen 
by the United States Mint to be the 
Olympic baseball commemorative 
silver dollar. Mr. Deecken is known 
for his Connecticut landscapes and 
quirky designs. The gallery is open 
by appointment only. Call Hayden 
Spring at 536-4212. All work is for 
sale. Performance Dance is also a 
state-of-the-art rental facility and was 
founded by Norwalk area artists five 
years ago. For more information, 
visit Performancedance.com.

Defining art
Serge Gainsbourg was a man who 

began life as a promising painter and 
ended it as an icon of French music. 
He understood that a true artist is not 
defined by the medium with which 
he chooses to express himself but 
rather by the power of his expres-
sions.

From a young age, Mr. Gainsbourg 
studied hard, seeking to create the 
masterpiece that would confirm him 
as the next Pablo Picasso. Yet he was 
eternally dissatisfied with his work. 
He would harbor a great complex 
about his painting ability for the rest 
of his life. In 1958, Mr. Gainsbourg 
chose to destroy all his artwork and 
renounce painting forever, choosing 
to seek fame and fortune in music.

Mr. Gainsbourg made his mark. 
Audiences either hated or adored 
him, but none were indifferent. When 
Mr. Gainsbourg met the infamous 
Brigitte Bardot, the pair fell passion-
ately in love and would prove insepa-
rable over the following months. In 
1968, Mr. Gainsbourg went on to 
meet a young English actress by the 
name of Jane Birkin and this encoun-
ter would dramatically alter the 
course of his career.

Mr. Gainsbourgõs death was the 
occasion of a great public outpour-
ing of grief, with fans congregating 
outside the singerõs home to pay their 
last respects. His funeral attracted 
a huge crowd of mourners. Mr. 
Gainsbourg was finally admired after 
his death.

Whether itõs a painting in a gallery, 
a piece of music or even a movie, 
I hope we will always have time to 
savor the pleasures of art.

Victoria Baker of Greenwich is 
an opera singer. She teaches piano 
and voice privately in Greenwich. 
Questions, call 531-7499 or e-mail 
vikyb@optonline.net.

Postings
For a full list of events, 
visit Greenwich-post.
com.

The nurse is in
A nurse takes blood pressure 
and answers health ques-
tions, 9 to noon, Thursday, 
April 16, Healthy Living 
Center; 863-4444.

Young artists emerge
Friends of Cos Cob Library 
hold a reception for 
Greenwich Catholic School 
kindergarten through eighth 
grade students in òYoung 
Artistsó exhibit, 3:45 to 
4:45, Thursday, April 16, 
Cos Cob Library; exhibit on 
view through April 30.

Investment seminar
Representatives from David 
Lerner Associates Inc. host 
a seminar about investing, 
6:30 p.m., Thursday, April 
16, Greenwich Lobster 
House, 2 South Water St.; 
reservations required; 559-
3019; Davidlerner.com.

‘Smart’ TV
The Classic and Cult TV 
program series shows Get 
Smart, 7:30 p.m., Thursday, 
April 16, Greenwich Library; 
622-7918.

Tea ‘at home’
At Home in Greenwich plays 
host to tea and conversa-
tion with Lise Jameson, 2 to 
4, Friday, April 17, Second 
Congregational Church; for 
residents 50 and up; reser-

vations recommended; 422-
2342.

Chamber tunes
Center for Chamber 
Music presents Alexandra 
Beliakovich performing 
Haydn, Brahms, Bartok, 
Chopin and more, 8 p.m., 
Friday, April 17, First 
Presbyterian Church of 
Greenwich; $30; $10 stu-
dents, at the door; 661-6626; 
Centerforchambermusic.
com.

Rob Mathes benefit
Rob Mathes performs at a 
benefit concert for Danaõs 
Angels Research Trust, 8, 
Friday, April 17, Greenwich 
High School; $75; danasan-
gels.org; 861-2063.

Pregnancy primer fair
Prospective and expect-
ing parents are invited to 
a Pregnancy Primer Fair, 
9 to noon, Saturday, April 
18, Greenwich Hospital; 
includes refreshments and 
a tour; 888-357-2409; 863-
3627.

Welcoming songbirds
Learn how to invite song-
birds and wildlife to your 
yard during a walk with 
Ted Gilman; 10 to 11:30, 
Saturday, April 18, Audubon 
Greenwich; reservations sug-
gested; 869-5272, ext. 221.

Egg hunt
St. Paul Lutheran Church 
hosts a community Easter 
egg hunt, noon, Saturday, 

April 18, 286 Delavan Ave.; 
bring non-perishable food 
item to donate to Neighbor 
to Neighbor; 531-8466; 
Stpaulbyram.com. 

Management workshop
SCORE offers a manage-
ment workshop to help small 
businesses survive the reces-
sion, 9 to noon, Saturday, 
April 18, UConn Stamford 
Campus; $25, $35 for two 
people of the same business; 
847-7348.

Boat show
Boat-lovers may pick, drive 
and compare boat models 
at an in-water boat show, 9 
to 4, Saturday and Sunday, 
April 18 and 19, Greenwich 
Water Club, 49 River Road; 

Greenwichboatshow.com.

Kite festival
Town holds annual kite 
flying festival, 10 to 3, 
Saturday, April 18, Todõs 
Point; 862-6750 or 622-
6485; Greenwicharts.org.

Multicultural fair
YWCA preschool holds 
annual multicultural fair, 
10:30 to 2:30, Saturday, April 
18, YWCA gymnasium; arts 
and crafts, martial arts, soc-
cer, races; food, parade at 
noon and raffle; $25; 869-
6501, ext. 221 or 222.

Vernal pond survey hike
Hike to examine vernal 
ponds and life within them, 

2 to 4, Saturday, April 18, 
Audubon Center; ages 8 and 
up; 869-5272 ext. 221.

Sakura
Celebrate the Japanese fes-
tival of cherry blossoms, 4, 
Sunday, April 19, Japanese 
School; $25 children, $40 
adults; Japanese Society 
members discounted; Home.
earthlink.net/jscf; 912-3757.

Transcendental meditation
An introductory lecture is 
held for the Transcendental 
Meditation program, 2:30, 
Sunday, April 19, Greenwich 
Library meeting room; 286-
8531.

Dream come true?
Gala coordinators say international attention makes for unforgettable event

By Kristan Zimmer
Editor

When a group of parents in Greenwich 
started a local advocacy group in 1998 to 
spread awareness about Lyme disease, the 
impetus was quite personal. Each of those 
involved had a personal experience with 
Lyme disease and was concerned about 
the risks to their childrenõs health and 
other childrenõs.

However, today that mission has taken 
on a global purpose. 

At no time has the expansiveness of 
Time for Lyme Inc.õs mission become 
more evident than this weekend, when the 
organization holds its biannual gala. This 
year, some well-known talent will be pres-
ent, including actor Lou Diamond Philips 
and the Young Peopleõs Chorus of New York 
City, featuring founder and artistic director 
Francisco J. N¼¶ez. Internationally known 
Nobel laureate Professor Dr. Luc Montagnier 
will be honored for his efforts as a virologist, 
as he turns his attention from years of work 
studying the HIV virus to studying the impact 
of Lyme disease. 

 Dr. Montagnier has spent most of his career 
studying viruses associated with chronic dis-
eases. 

òLyme disease, like AIDS, is a very com-
plex chronic disease, although it has different 
origin,ó Dr. Montagnier said in an e-mail to 
the Post, sent from France.

He said his son developed chronic Lyme 
disease, spurring his initial investigation into 
the disease. However, he believes he can use 
new technological approaches to detect traces 
of Borrelia infection, the bacterium known to 
cause Lyme disease.

Working with Time for Lyme, he plans 
to set up a new laboratory in the New York 
area devoted entirely to the study of Lyme 
disease.

òItõs a very bright day for Lyme disease 
research and Lyme sufferers,ó said Diane 
Blanchard, co-president and one of the found-
ers of Time for Lyme. òTo have someone with 
this background step into the fray is a boon 

for us.ó 
So is having the support of well-known 

actors such as Mr. Philips, who has turned his 
own philanthropic efforts towards Lyme dis-
ease recently. Adding to Hollywood publicity 
is the April 1 United States release of the 
2008 movie Lymelife, starring Alec Baldwin, 
Kieran and Rory Culkin, Jill Hennessy, 
Timothy Hutton, Cynthia Nixon and Emma 
Roberts. This is the first mainstream movie to 
address chronic Lyme disease.

This worldwide attention to the disease 
that seems to be impacting a growing number 
of people gives hope to those in Time for 
Lyme who have made it their lifeõs work to 
spread awareness. According to the Centers 
for Disease Control, there were 3,058 report-
ed cases of Lyme disease in Connecticut in 
2007, the most recent year of available data. 
That number was up from 1,350 in 1993. 

òThe single most important tool we have is 
prevention,ó Ms. Blanchard said. òThe more 
people understand that tick bites can cause 
tremendous illness, the better off they are.ó

Mr. N¼¶ez of the Young Peopleõs Chorus 
understands that at a personal level. He told 
the Post Friday a good friend of his from a 
menõs glee club he conducts had Lyme dis-
ease for years, leading to the amputation of 
his arm and his eventual death. 

As a father with a house in Litchfield 

County, Mr. N¼¶ez said he is personally 
concerned for the safety of his son and 
his dogs.

òI am aware of what it can do,ó he said. 
òItõs very serious. It can be very damag-
ing.ó

He was first connected with Time for 
Lyme through one of the boardõs directors, 
also a supporter of the Young Peopleõs 
Chorus. Cathy Rubin, vice president of 
marketing for Time for Lyme, approached 
him about getting involved with the gala 
this year.

His chorus has received accolades not 
only for its performances on three conti-
nents, including prominent appearances at 
Carnegie Hall and the White House, but 
also for its outreach helping raise money 
and awareness for a number of commu-

nity groups. 
òItõs young people,ó Mr. N¼¶ez said. òThey 

are representing the future and what can be 
done and they need to be made aware as well 
that this is a very debilitating disease. Itõs 
bringing diverse communities together.ó

Ms. Blanchard said, with the gala, the orga-
nization aims to raise money to continue to 
pay for research and awareness, òso we can 
find the answers we need to end the suffering 
and create our dream, which is a Lyme-free 
world.ó
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Dr. Luc Montagnier Lou Diamond Philips

Francisco Núñez, Young People’s Chorus founder and artistic director, leads his group of diverse young singers this Saturday as they entertain for the bi-annual Time for Lyme 
Gala. Among the pieces the choir will perform is ‘Give Us Hope,’ which it sang at the inauguration of President Barack Obama earlier this year. 

From left, Barbara Edwards, Jennifer Frascella and Cathy 
Rubin served as gala chairwomen for this year’s event.
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