
MARCH 16, 2026

YPC Gala Concert

& Benefit Dinner



The Young People’s Chorus of New York City’s mission is to 

provide children of all cultural and economic backgrounds with a 

unique program of music education and choral performance that 

seeks to fulfill each child’s potential, while creating a model of 

artistic excellence and diversity that enriches the community.

OUR MISSION



Founded by Artistic Director Francisco J. Núñez, a MacArthur Fellow,
Young People’s Chorus of New York City is an award-winning 
multicultural youth chorus that serves over 2,000 New York City 
children (ages 8-18) annually.





Young People’s Chorus believes that all families–regardless of financial 
circumstance–deserve equal access to arts education. That’s why we provide 
scholarships to 85% of the young artists we serve. No child is ever turned away 
due to financial need. 



HONORING

JOYCE DIDONATO

Grammy Award-Winning 
Mezzo-Soprano





Vikram Atal

Nancy Bloom*, Ex-Officio

Lucrecia Borgonovo* 

Royce Chen

Adam Chinn*

Julien Courbe

Aneesa Folds*

Lindsay Forbes*

J.B. Harrison

Francis J. Harvey Jr. 

Martin Kehoe* 

Deborah McManus 

Robert Neis 

Hiroko Onoyama* 

Sean A. Ramalho

Cosmo Roe*

Jody Steinglass 

Lisa Tepper*

Evan Trost 

Jeremy Wladis* 

Adam Zirkin*

*Benefit Committee Members

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Michael Fraccaro, Chair

Philip H. Lovett, Vice-Chair

Carolina Esquenazi-Shaio*, Secretary

Jane Moss, Treasurer 

Marc Suskin, Executive Committee Member

Francisco J. Núñez, President 





Carl Brinton and Gloria Gong

Kathryn DelPizzo, MD

Chiara and Stanley Gorodesky

Sapna and Amish Jani

Katy Lederer and Benjamin Statz 

Maria and Michael Lorch

Merrill and Christopher Mahan

Mira Mircheva and Bradley Bennett

Dr. Jodi Mones and Mr. Ken Gruen 

Brenda Pai and Nii-Amar Amamoo 

Nisha and Ashish Rughwani

Lauren Shaffer and Jahangir Rahman 

Kavita Shah and Benjamin Servenay

Angela Sun

Tian Zheng and Feng Pan

Honorary Dinner Chair

Gordon P. Getty

Dinner Chairs

Carolina Esquenazi-Shaio and Jared Friedberg
Lindsey Forbes and Ali Dibadj

Ilene Rieser and Adam Zirkin

BENEFIT COMMITTEE





SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR PRESIDENTIAL SPONSORS

Anonymous



“YPC gives me 
confidence in my 

everyday life and 
shows me that my 
voice is powerful!”

– Benjamin, Age 10



SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR PRESIDENTIAL SPONSORS

Gordon P. Getty



“Because of YPC, I’ve 
come to see the world 

as a shared space 
where expression, 
collaboration, and 
empathy can truly 
thrive.”

– Emma, Age 16



SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR MAESTRO SPONSORS





Lindsay Forbes and Ali Dibadj

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR MAESTRO SPONSORS



Since our founding, YPC has served over 25,000 
New York City youth through the power of music.



Michael Fraccaro

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR MAESTRO SPONSORS





Cynthia Colin Green

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR MAESTRO SPONSORS



YPC brings award-winning music education 
to hundreds of NYC public school students.



Beatrice Liu and Philip Lovett

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR MAESTRO SPONSORS
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SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR MAESTRO SPONSORS



YPC choristers receive 100+ hours of free 
professional academic support each year.



Deborah McManus, 
DJ McManus Foundation

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR MAESTRO SPONSORS





SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR MAESTRO SPONSORS



From Park Chester in the Bronx to Brooklyn’s Far Rockaways,
over 2,000 children find their voice through YPC.



Jane Moss and Ravenel Curry

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR MAESTRO SPONSORS





Ilene Rieser and Adam Zirkin

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR MAESTRO SPONSORS





Alexa and Marc Suskin

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR MAESTRO SPONSORS



“Being part of YPC has 
taught me to lead with 
empathy, collaborate with 
purpose, and bring a sense 
of openness to every space 
I am a part of.” 

- Ethan, Age 17



SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR CONDUCTOR SPONSORS

The Beatrice Snyder Foundation





SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR CONDUCTOR SPONSORS



For 2,000 NYC children, YPC is more than a chorus. 
It is a community where they belong.



SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR CONDUCTOR SPONSORS





SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR CONDUCTOR SPONSORS

Hortense le Gentil-Joly and 
Hubert Joly



“Being a part of this 
community is so much 
fun! YPC has given me so 

many opportunities and 
unforgettable memories!”

– Mia, Age 11



SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR CONDUCTOR SPONSORS

Merrill and Christopher Mahan





SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR CONDUCTOR SPONSORS

Sean A. Ramalho, 





SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR DIRECTOR SPONSORS
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Anonymous

Lucrecia Borgonovo

Elaine and Royce Chen

Linda and Adam D. Chinn

Carolina Esquenazi-Shaio and Jared Friedberg

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR DIRECTOR SPONSORS





Marsha Gray 

Michele and Steve Mestman

Mira Mircheva and Bradley Bennett

Sonya and Robert Neis

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR DIRECTOR SPONSORS





Hiroko Onoyama and Ken Sugawara 

Ariel Shapiro and Evan Trost

Claire and Jody Steinglass 

Angela Sun

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR DIRECTOR SPONSORS





SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR ARTIST & CONDUCTOR SPONSORS





Photeine Anagnostopoulos and James Stynes

Bloomberg Philanthropies 

Sapna and Amish Jani

Esther A. Malamud and Eric R. Landau

Stephanie Preiss and Ellio> Gluck

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR ARTIST & CONDUCTOR SPONSORS





Vikram and Nandita Atal

Julien Courbe

Joan H. Davidson

Mr. and Mrs. James P. Druckman

Jane and J.B. Harrison

Maria and Michael Lorch

Brenda Pai and Nii-Amar Amamoo

Paula Seefeldt and Jeremy Wladis

Hope and Pierre-Alain Sur

Leighton Welch

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR YOUTH BENEFACTOR SPONSORS





SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR PATRON SPONSORS

Lewis Bernstein

Dr. Steven Blackman

Kirsten Brodsky-Kimmel and Ziv Kimmel

Brown Brothers Harriman

Kathryn DelPizzo, M.D.

Lauren Fant

Alice and Edwin Howard

Martin Kehoe

Katy Lederer and Benjamin Statz

Jennifer and Richard Lerner

Lockton

Michele Melland and Richard Strassberg 

Sophie and Geoffrey Menin

Dr. Jodi Mones and Mr. Ken Gruen

The Pastrana Foundation

Jonah Phillips

Point72

Ponce Bank

John Grant Reed and Edith Carlquist Reed

Nisha and Ashish Rughwani

Micah and Marianna Schaffer

Susan Scheuer and Jonathan Lipnick

Kavita Shah and Benjamin Servenay

Jean Wilhelm and Francis Harvey

Tian Zheng and Feng Pan
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davispolk.com

© 2026 Davis Polk & Wardwell llp

We join in
celebration of the
Young People’s
Chorus of 
New York City. 
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We proudly support the

Young People’s Chorus
of  New York City

and join in congratulating
the 2026 honoree

 

Joyce DiDonato
Grammy Award-Winning Mezzo-Soprano

CONDUCTOR SPONSOR
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CONDUCTOR SPONSOR

Dear Margaux,

5 years in YPC! We love 
seeing your light shine. 

Congratulations on all of your 
hard work and thank you to 
YPC for these incredible 

performances throughout the 
years. YPC sets the gold 

standard and brings out the 
best in every child.

Thank you for giving us hope!

The Mahan Family





!rive and 

shine.

© 2026 COOLEY LLP, 55 HUDSON YARDS, NEW YORK, NY 10001  WWW.COOLEY.COM

DIRECTOR SPONSOR

northamerica-daikin.com

Daikin Proudly Supports

The Young People’s Chorus of New York City
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Leading in today’s dynamic world 

poses more questions and unknowns 

with higher stakes than ever before. 

Whether they’re challenges of global 

magnitude, or a bit closer to home, 

we at Egon Zehnder inspire you to 

navigate those complex questions 

with human answers.

This means we’re by your side

at every step of the way in 

discovering and developing leaders 

for your organization. We work with

you to get to the heart of your

leadership challenges and offer 

honest feedback and insights that 

help you realize your true being  

and purpose.

With our seamless collaboration,

you’ll be more prepared than ever  

to unlock the potential of your  

team and drive meaningful impact.  

We’re here for you as one global Firm, 

and a market leader in Europe, 

bringing you our very best to help 

you discover the right answers for 

your team, your organization, and the 

world at large.

Find out more about  

our global presence at 

egonzehnder.com

Every business question  
requires a human answer

Heidrick & Struggles 
and 

The University Glee Club of NYC 

are proud to support 
the brilliant minds and voices 

of YPC!
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Congratulations again on the 
2026 YPC Gala!!!

In 2025, YPC went to Japan and 
had 4 concerts in Karuizawa, Suzu, 
Osaka and Tokyo! We are very 
thankful to Daikin Corporation and 
Mr. Yoshiyuki Uemura who 
welcomed us and invited us to the 
Osaka World’s Fair.

In 2027, we are planning our 8th 
concert in Japan!!

Hiroko Onoyama, 
YPC Board member
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Congratulations to The 
Young People's Chorus for 

another amazing Gala!

You always dazzle us with 
your talent and GIVE US 

HOPE!

Love, 
Lauren and Jahangir

"If I cannot fly, let me sing."

- Stephen Sondheim

Congratulations to Avery 
and all the Young Artists of 
YPC for raising your voices 

in song and sharing your 
joy. ♥

Love,
Mama, Dad, Grandpa & Grandma, and Mies





Citrin Cooperman proudly stands with YPC in 
its mission to provide children of all cultural and 
economic backgrounds with a unique program 
of music education and choral performance.





YPC Gala Concert & 

Benefit Dinner

When every voice is heard, innovation 

thrives. By fostering a culture of 

belonging, Lockton allows our Associates 

to create innovative and lasting impacts 

for our clients, their businesses, and the 

communities we serve.

PROUD SPONSOR OF 

You belong at Lockton.

lockton.com  |  © 2026 Lockton Companies. All rights reserved.



JOIN US ON THIS JOURNEY!
Share your Gala evening on Instagram, Facebook, and Twitter with 
#YPCGala2026 and tag @ypcofnyc


