YOUNG ¢ A
PEOPLE'S y o
CHORUS

OF NEW YORK CITY

FRANCISCO J NUNEZ

FOUNDER / ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

(B
i
b
N
0
4
5

2026

WORLD BAY AREA
CHORAL DIALOGUE

YPC AND SSC | AYPC TANDON GLOBAL COLLAB

Feature Concert

Young People’s Chorus of New York City
& Guangdong Experimental Choir

Sunday, October 4, 2026
3:00pm
Gerald W. Lynch Theater, John Jay College of Criminal Justice
524 W 59th St, New York, NY 10019

Francisco J. Nuiez, Artistic Director & Founder, Young People’s Chorus of New York City
Mingjing Xie, Artistic Director & Chief Conductor, Guangdong Experimental Choir




Young People’s Chorus of New York City (YPC)
Francisco J. Nufiez, Artistic Director & Founder

Elizabeth Nufiez, Creative Director

Jacquelyn Bird, Choreographer

Taisiya Pushkar, Principal Pianist

Emma H. Sway, Associate Conductor

Maria C. Pefia, Associate Conductor

Caitlin Henning, Associate Conductor

Kyla Surajbali, Conducting Fellow

Leia Gibson, Conducting Fellow

Nancy Bloom, Executive Producer

Lindsay Bogaty, Director of Production

Shanelle Woods, Director of Education and Vocal Studies
Michelle Britt, Production Coordinator

Zaria Dickerson-Parker, Production Assistant

Guangdong Experimental Choir (SSC)
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THE PROGRAM:

YPC
Agnus Dei

Choose Something Like a Star

Fix You

Hamilton, A Choral Medley

Frog Went A-Courting

City Called Heaven

Ain't No Grave

Party in the U.S.A
Uptown Funk
Firework

Band

Taisiya Pushkar, Piano
Emma H. Sway, Violin
Adam C. Wolfe, Drums

Hanyan Quan, Director

Mingjing Xie, Artistic Director & Chief Conductor
Yeqin Pan, Conductor

Xintong Li, Assistant Conductor

Yifan Lin, Accompanist

Yun Xie, Guest Vocal Coach

Samuel Barber

Randall Thompson
Text by Robert Frost

Guy Berryman, Jon Buckland,
Will Champion, Chris Martin
Arr. Taylor Smith, George Chung

Lin-Manuel Miranda
Arr. Lisa DeSpain

Traditional Folk
Arr. Elizabeth Nufiez

Traditional Spiritual
Arr. Rollo Dilworth

Traditional Spiritual
Paul Caldwell, Sean Ivory

Jessica Cornish, Claude Kelly,

Lukasz Gottwald, Mark Ronson,

Bruno Mars, Jeff Bhasker, Philip
Lawrence, Katy Perry, Mikkel S. Eriksen,
Tor Erik Hermansen, Sandy Wilhelm,
Ester Dean

Arr. Francisco J. Nuiez and Balint **



SSC

Kondalilla (EHE&ME) Stephen Leek iFgh

from Great Southern Spirits, a cappella Text & Music by Stephen Leek

Water (REESIE) Katerina Gimon

Fourth Movement from Elements, a cappella Music by Katerina Gimon

Dawn and Dusk (FEfEESIE) Ken Steven

a cappella

The Circle of Life (Ef£=5&M8) Elton John André van der Merwe 4&HH
a cappella Music by Elton John

Arr. André van der Merwe

Shenandoah (TA£ZAME) XERHK James Erb A
a cappella American Folk Song

Arr. James Erb

Soaring on the Wind & (TfE&=AR) HEEFIE $EE
a cappella Text by Zhuangzi (Warring States Period) -
Music by Jin Chengzhi

The Trail to Cold Mountain 138 (LE=EME) MEERLFS (FNE) KA

a cappella Text selected from the poems of Hanshan
and the Diamond Sutra
Music by Zhu Jie

Prayer for Rain RKf§ (EfFEAMR) - ZOETiT
a cappella Lyrics & Music by Na Jiangcang Norbu
Spring Is Here XK T (EfHRAME) BIREMR KA
a cappella Traditional Yi Folk Song
Music by Zhang Zhao
YPC and SSC
As Wished Music by Qian Jie
Lyrics by Tan Hua
Arr. Chu Mo

A Wish from Across the Sea & The Calling of the Song Music by Chen Si'ang

B17/8 L A Text by Chen Yang
FRERIAIMR B S ek
Give Us Hope Jim Papoulis

Arr. Francisco J. Nufiez

A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU...

Special thanks to the entire team at the Gerald W Lynch Theater. Thank you to the
YPC families opening up their homes to the Guangdong Experimental Choir as hosts.
Heartfelt gratitude from YPC to the Guangdong Experimental Choir and Maestro
Mingjing Xie for many years of music and friendship.




ABOUT YOUNG PEOPLE’S CHORUS OF NEW YORK CITY

Young People’s Chorus of NYC (YPC) is an internationally acclaimed choral ensemble,
praised for its virtuosity and brilliant sound by The New York Times. Under the
leadership of Founder and Artistic Director Francisco J. Nufiez, a MacArthur Fellow,
and Creative Director Elizabeth Nufiez, the nonprofit organization uplifts over 2,000
young people annually, representing every neighborhood of New York City,
empowering children of all backgrounds with a unique program of music education
and choral performance that unlocks pathways to success through the arts.

YPC has commissioned hundreds of works from emerging and established composers.
Their exceptional performances have been heard in five continents, where they performed
with leading orchestras at world famous venues.

Among YPC’s many honors are a National Arts and Humanities Youth Program Award from
the White House, an honor from First Lady Laura Bush, and performances before prime
ministers, Pope Francis and Pope John Paul.

YPC recently won 10 gold medals and four world championships during the 2023 and 2024
World Choir Games. Its documentary This Time Round, earned “Best Producer”

at the Toronto Indie Filmmakers Festival and “Best Soundtrack” at the New York
International Film Awards. www.ypc.org.

ABOUT GUANGDONG EXPERIMENTAL HIGH SCHOOL CHOIR
(FRERPFFEIEEETTGuang)

Founded in 1952, the Guangdong Experimental High School Choir is an important part
of the school’s arts and cultural education and one of its most active high level
performing ensembles. The Choir has won the Guangzhou School Choral Festival for
seventeen consecutive years and has been recognized as a “Chinese Model Choir.” It
comprises mixed, male, female, and children’s choirs. Since making its international
competition debut in 1997, the Choir has received numerous honors at major
international choral events. Among its achievements are the overall championship at
the 5th World Youth Choral Festival, Overall 1st Prize at both the 26th and 29th
Takarazuka International Chamber Chorus Contests in Japan, championship titles at
the inaugural IFCM World Choral EXPO in Macao, and the overall championship at the
38th International Choral Contest of Tolosa in Spain. The Choir has participated in the
World Choir Games on eight occasions and has won a total of 13 world championship
titles. Its achievements have earned its recognition as “a shining cultural calling card
of Guangzhou.” In 2015, the Choir received the “Outstanding Achievement Award in
World Choral Competitions,” jointly presented by the International Cultural Exchange
Foundation and the World Choral Council, in recognition of its sustained innovation
and distinguished achievements in choral artistry.

WORLD BAY AREA CHORAL DIALOGUE

The World Bay Area Choral Dialogue is an ongoing cultural and artistic initiative
connecting two of the world's top youth choirs: the Young People's Chorus of New York
City (YPC) and China's Guangdong Experimental Choir. Rooted in a shared belief in
music as a universal language, this partnership models what is possible when young
people across cultures are given the tools, trust, and opportunity to connect.

SUPPORT YPC’S GLOBAL IMPACT

Help create extraordinary opportunities for young artists to perform, learn, and build
meaningful connections across cultures. Your support makes programs like the
World Bay Area Choral Dialogue—and YPC's continued work at home and around the
world—possible. Text YPCGLOBAL to 41444 or visit ypc.org/donate to give today.
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